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PIJBLIBHER'S P.REFAC1. 



The first edition of this Biscottrse was printed in 
this city just fifty-eight years ago. It has been often 
published since, both in this country and in Europe ; 
and as often it has received the commendation of the 
phih)sopher5 and patriotic statesman, as well as the 
christian to whom its demonstrations are more imme- 
diately addressed. A copy of the first edition was 
sent to Thomas Jeiferson, and was the occasion of a 
correspondence between liim and its author, on tlm 
whole subject of the colored race in the United States, 
and the best means of doing it good. Another copy 
found its way into the hands of that celebrated philan- 
thropist, Henry, Count Gregoire of France. He speaks 
J of it in highly complimentary terms, and couples its 
"J author with Mr. Jefferson, as a defender of the rights 
t^^ of humanity." 

> Dr. Alexander McLeod was well known in the city 
' ; of Kew York for many years, as an eloquent preaclier, 
; able theologian, and clear and earnest writer on the 
morals of politics. As a true patriot he reproved the 
faults of his adopted country, while he defended her 
i rights. But he never wrote a line for faction, or to 
-encourage the mere party politician. Canning out 
^ the creed of his church, he tried all things by the Bi- 
ble, and proclaimed its supremacy as well over social 
' institutions, as over personal character. Tliere were 
but few, in the day when he wrote, to vindicate slave- 
, ry in America as right and beneficial in itself, much 
less as approved in divine revelation. It was then. 



ratlier vicnred, even by its apologists, as an admitted 
evil c': whieli it was difficult to dispose, than a good 
deserving perpetuation. 'No^v it is extensively pro- 
claimed to be a political necessitVj a moral institution, 
a Bible appointment. Against such deceptive error, 
the Discourse brings to bear its strong batteries of 
Scripture logic, sustained by historical fact, and eco- 
nomical deduction. And it shows that " the practice 
of Iniyingj holding, or selling our unoffending fellow 
creatures as slaves is immoral," and of course dans-er- 
ous to the in dividual, and the communitv in which it 
exists. Referring to the remedy,, the Discourse advises 
no, violence, no insurrection, no sudden disruptions of 
the bonds of society, but the influence of humanity 
and justice, pursuasions of the gospel, and the power 
of prayer to Ilimwho rules the nations, and can bring 
the greatest good out of the greatest evil. In the notes, 
which are valuable, the opinions of sucli well known 
statesmen ar.d divines as Thomas Jefferson, Br. Jede- 
diah Morse, and Dr. Samuel Miller are presented. 
These deserv e to be pondered now« 
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The Autlior of tliis Discourse had a call presented 
to him, la l^ovember, 1800, to take the pastoral charge 
of a congregation in the county of Orange, in tlie State 
of New York. He perceived among the subscribers 
the names of some whom he knew to be holders of 
shives. He doubted the consistencj of enslaving the 
negroes with the Christian system, and was unwilling 
to enter into a full ecclesiastic communion with those 
who continued the practice. He hesitated to accept 
the call, but took an early opportunity of writing to 
the Elders of the Church, and of intiniating to tlie 
Presbytery Ms sentiments respecting slavery. 

The~iieformed Presbyterian Church has judicially 
con^demned the practice, and warned their connections 
against it. This produced an additional evidence of 
the force of Christian principle. It triumplied over 
selt-interest ; andj in several parts of the United States 
ha^' e men sacrificed, on the altar of religion, the prop - 
erty which the civil la,w gave them in their fellow 
men. There is not a slave-holder now in the com- 
munion of the Eeformed Presbyterian Church. 

A sense of duty detemiined the author to commit 
this Discourse to the press. In the publication of it 
he has particularly in view the instruction and estab- 
lishment of 3 those inhabitants of Orange wlio have 
placed themselves under his pastoral care. Through 
them he addresses all into -whose hands the Discourse 
may come. 

If the Eedeemer sliall be pleased to bloss it, and 
render it the means of ameliorating tlie bondage, or of 
procuring t^e liberty of any miserable African, the 
Author shall receiye more than a recompense. 



THE PEAOTIOE 

OF 

HOLDING MEN IN PERPETUAL SLAVERY 

CONDEMNED. 



" He that stealetli a man, and selletix him, or if be bo found in Lis liand, bo sball 
surely bo put to cleatb."— Exoj). xxi. 16. 

God is omnipotent. His omnipotence is necessary, 
and independent of every other being. He is tlie 
Bonrce from wbich all power flows. Whatever physi- 
cal force can be exerted by man, is derived from his 
Maker. In the exercise of natural power, man is under 
a law to God. He Is indeed a free agent ; but the 
divine law circumscribes his sphere of action, and 
marks out boundaries which he cannot pass with im- 
piinity. To exert his natural powers nnder the direc- 
tion of law is right: to exercise any powers derived 
from God, contrary to his declared will, is wrong. 
Whatever is included in the grant God has made to 
the Imman family, is one of the rights of man ; and 
])eyond this grant, contrary to God's law, man cannot 
claim, a right, imtil he shakes off his dependency, and 
elevates his own authority nntil it become paramount 
to tliat which is exercised by Jehovah. Whosoever 
attempts to deprive any of the hnman family of the 
former, or pnt him in possession of the latter, is guilty 
of treason against Heaven, unless he is expressly com- 



missioned, in tliis particular instance, to contradict tlie 
gcjujral principles of law, by the same great authority 
irom which the law derives its binding force. He 
wlio, without this authority, breaks over the barriers 
oflavv", and, with physical force, deprives his ncigji- 
bor of liberty or property, is an enemy to God and to 
man ; much more so he who commences an unpi'o- 
voked attack on any of his fellow men, and, with law- 
less powder, steals him from his connections, barters 
him for some other commoditj', or forces him to labor 
for the benefit of another, and that other an enemy ^ 
\y\\o has committed, or comitenanced the commission 
of the theft. 

The divine law declares this a crime, and prescribes 
the punishment. Me who stealeth a rmn^ and selleth 
Mm^ or if he 1)6 found in his hand^ he shall surely he 
put to death, 

Tliis law was given to the Hebrews as a body 
politic ; but it proceeds on a moral ground, and is, con- 
sequently, obligatory still on every subject of moral 
government. 

He who acknowledges the morality of the eighth 
precept of the decalogue, will not require another proof 
of the morality of the conduct recom mended in the text. 
If lie who steals my purse, my coat, or my horse, be 
guilty of an immorality, he cannot be innocent Vvdio 
robs me of my father, my brother, my wife, or my 
child. Against this principle an inspired apostle 
directs his argument, in his Epistle to Timothy. 
1 Tim. i. 9. Xiiowing tliis^ that the law is not made 
for a righteous 7nan^ hit for the lawless and disoled'h-nt 
'—for MAN STEALERS — and if there he any other thing 
th:U is contrctry to sound doctrine. Man stealing is 
classed with the most detestable crimes. It is con- 
sidered not only reprehensible among the ancient IIq- 
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brews, "but a moral evil in every age, and in every 
nation. 

From the text, I consider myself autlioiised to lay 
])efore you tlie following proposition ; 

TliB practice of huying, holding^ or selliTig our un- 
off dnding fellow creatnrea as slaves is immoral. 

The text will certainly support this proposition. 
Aceording to the common principles of law, the receiv- 
er of stolen goods, if he know them to be such, is es- 
teemed guilty as well as the thief. The siave-holder 
never had a right to force a man into his service, or to 
retain him„ without an equivalent. To sell him, there- 
fore, is to tempt another to sin, and to dispose of that 
for money, to which he never had a right. 

Tlie proposition does not militate against slavery un- 
der every form. By no means. A man, by the abuse 
of his powers, to the injury of society, may forfeit lib- 
erty, and even life : he may deserve slavery in the 
fullest sense of the word^ in order that his punishment 
may be a sanction to the law— may be an example to 
others*— and may compensate, as much as possible, for 
the injuries done to society. By "innocent fellow, 
creatures, " in the proposition, it is not designed to 
teach that any of the human race is so in relation to 
the divine law : it is not to be understood in a moral, 
but in a political sense. As the subjects of Jehovah's 
government, we are all guilty, and deserve to perish. 
"We have merited eternal imprisonment from Him. 
But, in relation to civil society, men are deemed inno- 
cent unless they have violated its laws. These are. as- 
suredly entitled to personal freedom. 

It is intended, in this Discourse, to confirm the doc- 
trine of the ])roj)odtion—4o (mswer ohjectiom to i^--^ 
md make some im^^rovtment of it^ 
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1. To hold miy of our fellow 7?ien m pef^Mual shw- 
ery is sirfuL 

1. This appears from the 'aiconsisteney of the prac- 
tice of holding shaves with the natural fights of mmt. 
This is a term ^vhich has been much abused. It is 
proper that accurate ideas should be annexed to it, 
otherwise its force, in the present argument, wiil not 
be perceptible. If man were a beingy owing his ex- 
istence to accident, and not a creature of God, his 
rio^hts would indeed be nea-ative. It* he stood in a 
state of independency of his Maker, and not a subject 
of law, his rights could be determined only by the 
will of society. But he neither the son of chame 
nor the possessa?' of independency. His life and his 
faculties are the 2fift of God. From heaven he derives 
positive rights, defined by positive precepts.* Con- 
sidering man as a free agent, by the constitution na- 

* The author of "I'o'litical Justice" maintams that the rights of 
ure uli negative— that man has no rifjMs. His reasoning is ingenious, and 
is certainly less ahsurd than that which would introduce bluspheuiy and 
vice among tho rights of man. Both sentiments are, however, absurd, 
and the absurdity proceeds from the same source. Man is considered in 
relation to man only. The interest oi truth requires this error to be de- 
tected and exposed. Before man is considered in relation to man, hia 
relation to God must be understood. This is the primary one. It is 
that by which all others muHt be regulated. Consider man as a creature 
of God, and depending upon his bounty, and you see him receiving cerr- 
tdin privileges from that Lord who has Vhcccssary and absolute prox>erty 
in all things. TJme are tlte rigUs of man. They are not inherent, but 
derived. 

CanvMer man as a creature, and you see him under a law to God. 
Ilia possessions are eompletciy circumscribed. Beyond this he has no 
right. All the rights ofnan> are derived from God^ and agreeable io His 

By punctual attention to this x^rinciplc, the friends of iriith n'lsy con- 
fiistontly and successfully combat thoBO who v/oukl robmsn of his rights, 
or would unduly extend them. From this double battery, by maintain- 
',s!g a vt' oil- directed fire, they may defeat the supporters cf civil and re- 
ligious usui-pation on the one side, and the propagators of licentiousness 
in politics juid religion on the other. 
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tui'e lie lias i'igiit to the exercise of feedorn, in cgh- 
foj'inity to tlie precepts of th at law by wliieli tlie Author 
of nature lias ordered iiiiii to regulate bis actions. A 
delegated power be has from God, and no creature has 
a rl <^ht to restrict IiIbi in its rightful exercise. To op- 
pose the force of an individual, or of a society, to this, 
is to wage war against the Supreme Ruler; it is an 
attempt to reduce a moral agent to a mere machine, 
whose motions are to be regulated by external force ; 
and, consequently, a denial of his right to the person 
euslayed, and an arrogant assumption of lawless au- 
thority by the usurper. Is it necessary to pursue this 
argument before an American audience ? It is gen- 
erally, if not universally admitted. Tlie principle is 
stated and mjiintained in that iBstrument which lies 
at the foundatioti of your national existence. In de- 
fence of it yon have fouglit — jou Have appealed to the 
Lord of Hosts ; and in its suppoi*t He has led on your 
armies to victory. 

' 2. if an opposite principle of action were universally 
admitted, it Vv^ould lead to absolute absurdity, A de- 
monstration of this w ill confirm the proposition. 

If one man have a right to the services of another, 
without an equivalent, right stands opposite and con« 
trary to right. Tliis confounds the distinction between 
right and wi^ong. It destroys morality and justice be- 
tween man and man, between nation and nation. I 
have a right to enslave and sell you. You have an 
equal right to enslave and sell me. The British have 
a right to enslave the French, and the Freuch the 
Bi'itish—^lie Americaus the Africans, and the Africans 
the Americans, This v/ould bo to expel right from 
the human family — to resolve law into force, and jus-^ 
tice into cunniug. In the struggle of contending 
rights, violence would be tlie only arbiter. The de» 



eisl^ns of reason would be perverted, and the seBSe of 
iuorality extirpated from tlie breast. 

Sncii .absurdity will, meet with few advocates to plead 
its cause- in tb.eory. Is it not, tlierefore, lament'^ble, 
that any should indulge a principle^ or countenance 
a practice, the justification of which would necessarily 
lead to it ? But. 

3. The practice of enslaving our fellow men stands 
e(pially opposed to the general tenor of tiie Sacred 
Scriptures. 

'The Bible is the criterion of doctiine and conduct. 
It represents the European and the Asiatic, the African 
and the American, as diiferent members of the same 
great family — the dilferent children of the same benign 
and universal parent. God, has 'made of one Uood all 
the ncitifMs of men to dwell on all the face of the earthy 
and hath determined the hounds of their ha¥d 
Acts xvii. 26. In relation to one anotlier, tliey are 
equally bound to the exercise of benevolence, and are 
respected as naturally having no inequality of riglits. 
Every man is bound to respect his fellow man as his 
neighbor, and is commanded to love him as him.self.* 
Our reciprocal duties the divine Jesus summarily 
comprehends in that direction commonly called the 
golden rule : WhaUoGMv ye would that men shoidd 
do to ymi do ye even so to tJmn; for this is the law 
ojid the pro2?het8,\ This is the sum of the duties in- 
culcated in the law of Moses, and in the writing,s of 
the insjKired prophets. How opposite the spirit of 
tiiese precepts and doctrines to tlie practice of the 
slave-lioldcr 1 If he is consistent with himself; he will 
reason thus "Tliese slaves are not of one blood with 
me.. They are not entitled to the love I give to my 



* Mark xn. 31. 



t Matfc. vli. 12, 
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lieigliljor. Tlie conduct wiiicli I slioiiki pursue, -wei^e 
I enslaved hj another, I would not recommend to 
tbem/ I shall feed ««tid clothe them from the aame 
priiKiipIe that I feed and stable my cattle. Thej are 
my property as much as these ; and when tliQj do not 
serve my purpose agreeably to my wislies, I sliall dis- 
pose of them for money to another trafficker in human 
flesh. I acknowledge^ if any person was to enslave 
me, I should endeavor to embrace the first opportuni- 
ty of making my escape. But if my negro offers to 
run away, I shall pursue and severely chastise him. 
He has no right to leave his master; the rule, What- 
soever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
also so to them, notwithstanding."— I need not add, 
brethren, that such sentiments are opposite to the 
principles of the Christian Keligion, 

4. The practice which I am opposing is a manifest 
violation of four precepts of the decalogue. 

K this can be shownj it will be an additional con- 
firmation of the doctrine of the proposition. Hevela- 
tion informs us, that whosoever offends in one point is 
guilty of all. James ii. 10. And the reason is added, 
because the same authority is wantonly opposed in 
that one point which gives sanction to the whole of 
divine revelation. By inference, therefore, the whole 
decalogue is violated ; but there is a direct brea;'3\ of 
the fifth, the sixth, the eighth and the tenth command- 
ments. 

The Jlfth requires the performance of those duties 
which respect the several relations in Vvhich we stand 
to one another; and particularly enforces obedience to 
our natural parents. The Christianas duly to the 
wretched Afrlc }^ brought providentially under his 
care, is to aiFord liim the necessaries of life — to bring 
him up in tlie nurture and admonition of the Lord— 
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to instruct him in the knowledge of Ms duty and his 
rights — to liabituate him. to honest industry— to help 
Mm to some business for himself, and set him at lib- 
erty from his control. But the slave-holder exercises 
oftP'^h a cruel, alvmys an illegitimate, authority over 
his slave. He destroys, to a great degree, natural re- 
lationship. He sets aside the authority of the imme- 
diate parent; and, m opposition to the divine law, 
which commands each to honor his father and motJier, 
the child is taught, from the cradle, that his duty con- 
sists in implicit obedience to the command of his 
m.aster. 

The sixth requires the use of all lawful means to 
preserve the lives of men. But ah ! Slavery, how 
many hast thou murdered ? Thou hast kindled wars 
among the miserable Africans, Thou hast carried the 
captive, who escaped death, into a still more misera- 
ble state. Thou hast torn from the bosom of the 
grieved mother her beloved daughter, and hast brought 
down the gray hairs of an aged parent, with sorrow, 
to the grave. Thou hast hurried them on board thy 
floating prisons, and hast chained them in holds, 
which have soon extinojuished the remainino- sDark of 
life. The few who have escaped thou hast deprived 
of liberty, dearer itself than life. 

The eighth forbids the unlawful hindrance of our 
neighbor's wealth. The whole life of the slave-hold'^r 
is an infringement upon it. The labor of a man is 
worth more than his food and clothing ; but the slave 
receives no more. His master robs him of the fruits 
of industry. Ho steals liim from his relations. He 
robs him of his liberty of action. He steals liim from 
himself. The te/ath commandment forbids all inordi- 
nate desires after worldly property. The practice of 
the slave-holder is an evidence of his avarice. Ho 
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©niploys servants without wages. He sells to a liard 
master, for money, tlie man and the woman whose se- 
vere services have already done more than make him 
coinpensation for ainy trouble or expense to which they 
had subjected him. JSTot only the avaricious m.erehant 
who sails to the coast of Africa with his ship fitted 
out witli the implements of cruelty, in order to import 
and expose to sale our sable brethren ; but the Amer- 
ican slave-holder also, is convicted of a breacii of the 
tenth precept of the moral law. 

5. The system against which I contend is also inim- 
ical to that benevolent spirit which is. produced and 
chei'isiied by the gospel of free grace. 

In the system of grace all men are represented as 
proceeding from one pair—as fallen from a state of in- 
tegrity and happiness, into a situation that is sinful 
and miserable. God is revealed as beholding man in 
this condition with an eye of benevolence- — ^having 
pity for the distressed, mercy for the miserable, and 
grace for the unworthy, Jesi^s, God in our nature, 
appointed as the Saviour of sinners, and without re- 
spect of persons, gathers from the xTorth and from the 
South, from the East and from the West, out of every 
kindred, tongue, and people, and nation, an innumer- 
able multitude, to be introduced, through His divine 
mediation, into a state of unspotted purity and un- 
speakable happiness. 

The influence which the grace of the gospel has up- 
on the heart, is to cultivate, increase, and perfect eve- 
ry benevolent affection, and suppress all malevolence, 
extirpating the principles of sinful sellishness from tlie 
sonl — to produce a spirit of meekness and self-denial, 
of readiness to forgive real injuries, and of prayer for 
the good of our enemies. Yes, the spirit of the gospel 
is love to God and to man, evidencing its existence bj 
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5uttal)le exertions the glory of our Creator, md tb.e 
iia.})])iiiyss of all on. n'otliren, iiere and liereafrer. 

How does this system, Ghristiaii, correspond with 
the slave trade ? You behold your .Airicaxi brethren 
iu tlie same miserable state in wliich you are yourself 
by nature.* Do you not sympathize with them? 
Your Maker has not excluded them from a share in 
His love, nor has tlie blessed Redeemer interdicted 
tlieni froni claiming a share in His salvation. How 
can yon degrade them, therefore, from that rank vvhicJi 
their Maker has assigned to them, and endeavor to 
assimilate them to the beasts that perish^ By divine 
grace you are taught not to love this world, nor to be 
conformed to its sinful practices. Horn. xii. 2. Look 
at your slave ! How came you by him ? Who had a 
right to tear his father from the bosom of his friends, 
in order to enslave him and his offspring, and sell tliis 
wretched victim to you ? How long will religion, suf- 
fer von to retain him in bonda^s-e? For life ? Ah ! hard- 
hearted Christian. ! is it thus you imitate His example 
■;vho died for your sins? who voruntarily descended 
from His heavenly glory, and humbled Himself into 
the death, in order to deliver you from slavery ? On 
Hin.i rested tlie Spirit of the Lord, for He preached 
glad tidings unto the meek. He proclaimed libei'ty 
to the captive and the opening of the prison doors to 
them who were bound. Lsa. Jxi. 1. Does the same 
spirit rest on you ? does it produce a similar disposi- 
tion? Consider the contrast : consider it attentivelv. 
You have pronounced heavy tidings in the ear of yoor 
slave. You have proclaimed bondage for life to tlic cap- 
tive. You liave even closed upon him the door of hope 
in his prison. You have purposed to enslave his otf- 



Eph. ii. s. 



spring. Merciful God ! how iinmei'ciM do Tliy crea- 
tures i^iet towards one another ? 

6- The last argument I siiall use for confirming the 
doctrine of the proposition, shall be taken from the 
pernicious consequences of the system of slavery. 

To this inann^er of reasoning there can be no valid 
objection, if it be kept within proper boundaries. 
That evil consequences follow a certain practice is not 
always a decisive evidence that the practice is wrong ; 
but it is a sufficient reason for us to pause, and exam- 
ine it in the light of truth. If we be required, in the 
divine law, to pursue this path, we must obey, leaving 
the consequences So Mis management who commands 
us. If it be in itself lavv^fuL but not requisite, evil 
consequences presenting themselves would teach us 
not to proceed. But if it reallV' be a forbidden patli, 
tlie pernicious effects of travelling it are additional 
warnings against continuing in it any longer. 

Ministers are commanded to preach the gospel, 
though it should prove the occasion of submitting ma- 
ny to tribulation in this life, and be to many a smor 
of death imio death in the next It wa,s lawful for the 
apostle to the Gentiles to eai tohatsoemr meat was 
sold' in the Hh.andiles : but if his nsina' this libertv 
wovdd have been ])roductive of evil consequences, he 
wordd have instantly desisted from the practice. 1 
Cor. viii. 13. 

If. then, from a lawful practice, it be expedient to 
desist, because, although to on?'selves useful, it is. de- 
trimental to others, it is certainly our duty to relin- 
quish a system which is dubious in its nature. When 
we liave presumptive evidence that we are fundainen- 
tally wrong, evil consequences are decisive against ns; 
and, as in tlie case before us, when other evidences 
condemn the practice, its pernicious consequences 
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oiidij demand that from it we should immjgdiatelj 
desist. ■ _ _ 

1. This practice has a toiidencj to destroy the finer 
feelings, and render the heart of man more olxliirate. 
The butcher, long inured to slaugliterj is not bnrt at 
the lowing of the oxen, or the bleating of the lambs 
which he is about to kill.'^^' 'Nor is the common exeeti- 
tioner inneh agitated in his work of blood, whetlier the 
Yictim be innocent or guilty. The slave may roar im- 
iler the lash of his master, without commandins: the 
least sympathy. The slave-holder views all the Ethi- 
opian race as born to serve. His heart is steeled 
against thejn. IIsTor is the transition great to become 
hard-hearted to all mQn. " The whole commerce be- 

most boisterous passions— the most unremitting des- 
potism on the one part, and degrading submission on 
the other. Tlie parent storms — the child looks on, 
catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs 
in the circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to the worst 
of his passions ; and thus nursed, educated, and daily 
exercised in tyranny^ cannot but be stamped by it 
with odious peculiarities. Tire man must be a prodigy 
who can retain his manners and morals undepraved 
by such circumstances. "f 

2. It debases a part of the human race, and tend? 
to destroy tlieir intellectual and active powers. Tlie 
slave, from his infancy, is obliged implicitly to obey 
tlie will of another. There is no circumstance which 
can stimulate him to exercise his own intellectual 

* FrequcBt attftridajico in tlio slaughter-house is supposed calculated 
to blunt the feelings of humanity. By the hiws of England, a butcher 
13 not adnntted to tnt on a jury, lest he rshould not be suffici'<:;atly dulicuto 
in cases of life and death. 

i, Joiforvson's jS'otes, Queiy X'VIIL 



-IS 

powers; -; There- is mticb to d^ter hini fWm'sBieli e:Mf^ 
eise. If lie think or phm,.his thoughts and plans^mu^t 
give way to those of his master. He imist hare less 
depravity of heart than his white hrethren, otto'wise 
he in list, under this treatment^ become thoiightle# 
and sidlen. The energies of his mind, are left to slum- 
her. Every attempt is made to smother them. It, is 
not surprising that such creatui?# shmdd appear defi- 
cient in intellect. 

Their moral principles also suffer. Tiiey are never 
cultivated. They are early suppressed. While youngj 
the littk^ tyraxits of their master's, family rule ovej? 
them with rigor. E'o benevolent tie can exist be- 
tween them. The slave, as soon as he can exercise his 
judgment, observes lav/s to protect tlie life, the liberty 
and the property of his master ; but no law to procure 
these for him. He is private property. His master^s 
svill is his rule of duty. We have no right to expect 
morality or virtue from such an. education and suel^. 
examples. 

S, Another evil consequence is the encoiii'agement 
of licentiousness and debauchery. 

The situation of the blacks is such as to aiGTord every 
encouragement to a criminal intercourse, Tliis is not 
confined to the blacks themselves, but frequently and 
shamefullv exists between them and their masters. 
The lust of the master may be gratified and strength- 
ened by intercourse with the slave, without fear of 
prosecution for the support of the offspring,, or the 
character of the mother. The situation of the,>:e wo-- 
men admits of fevv' guards to their cliastity. Their ed- 
ucation does not strengthen it. In the Southern StateSy 
illicit connection w^ith a negro or mulatto w^oman is 
.spoken of as quite a common thing, l^o reluctanecj 
delicacy or shame appear about the matter. The nam- 
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ber of mitlattoes in the E'ortiiem States prove tliat tills 
evil is also prevalent among their inliabitasits. It is 
usually a concomitant of slavery. 

4, Tliis leads to a fourth lamentable consecpience-— 
the destruction of luiturai affection. 

An irregular intercourse renders it difficult for the 
father to ascertain his proper offspring. Among the 
slaves themselves marriage is a slender tie. The mas- 
ter sells the husband to a distance from his wife, and 
the mother is separated from her infant children. 
This is a common thing;. It must destrov, in a ffreat 
measure, natural affection, 'Nor is the evil confined 
to the slaves. Their master, in this instance, exceeds 
them hi hardness of heart. He sees his slave nursing 

Probably it is his child^ his nephew, or his grand-child. 
He beholds such, however, not as relatives, but as 
slaves, and rejoices in the same manner tliat he does 
in viewing the increase of his cows or his horses. 

5. Domestic tyranny, which exists as a correlative 
to domestic slavery, is a nursery for civil tyrants. 
Powerful must be the force of other principles, and 
singular the combination of circumstances, which can 
render an advocate for domestic slavery a sincere 

* *' It is far from 'being uncommon to see a Southern gentlemivn at 
dinner, md his reputed offspring, a slave, waiting at the table. " I lay- 
fsclf,' snys a gentleman of observation, ' saw two instances of this kind ; 
an ! the company would vep- facetiously trace the features of the father 
and mother in the child, and very accurately point out their more char- 
acteristic resemblances. The fathers, neither of them, blushed, lior 
seemed disconcerted. They v/ero called r.icn of worth, poliienesg an i 
humanity.- The Africatis are said to be inferior, in point of sentiment 
and feeling, to white pecple. The African labors niglit and day to collect 
a small pittance to purchase the freedom of his child. The white man 
begets his lilicness, and, witli much indiifcrcncc, sees his offj?pring in 
bondage aiul misery, and makes not one effort to redeem his owir 
blood." — MorsfPa Universal GeograpJiy^ p. 66. 
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frjenci of civil libertj. Is it possible ? If he can buy, 
sell, and enslave tor life, any individual of theliuraan 
race, for no reason bnt self-interest^ I should be im- 
willing to trust him with the affairs of a nation. Had 
he it in his power to do it with impunity, and did it 
appear conducive to his interest, or gratifying to Ids 
ambition, he would become as really a despot as the 
most arbitrary monarch. 

6, This practice is calculated to bring down the 
judgments of God on societies and individuals. 

The toleration of slavery is a national evil. It is 
the worst of robberies sanctioned by law. It is trea- 
son against Heaven—a conspiracy against the liberties 
of His subjects. If the Judge of all the earth shall do 
right, lie cannot but panish the guilty. 

JTations, as such, have no existence in a future 
state: they must expect national judgments in the 
present. Distiibutive justice will measure their pun- 
isL.ment according to their criminality. O America, 
what hast thoii td account for on the head of slavery ! 
Thou alone, of all the nations now on the earth, didst 
commission thy delegates, in peace, and in security 
from the over-awing menaces of a tyrant, or of factions^ 
to form thy Constitution. Thou didst possess, in a pe- 
culiar sense, the light of reason, of science, of revela- 
tion, of past argumentation, and of past experience. 
Thou hadst thyself formerly condemned the principle, 
and, in the most solemn manner, made an appeal to 
Heaven for the j ustice of thy cause. Heaven heard, 
and answered agTeePobly to thy wislies. Yet thou 
didst contradict a principle , so solemnly asserted. 
Thou hast made provision for increasing the num- 
ber and continuing the bondage of thy slaves. 
Thy judgments m.ay tarry, but they will assuredly 



aoine.* Individuals are also in danger. Those wlio 
live ^^loithdut God -hi tJieworUV^ may have temporal 
judgments inllicted upon them for the part tliej have 
acted in tlie encom*agement of slavery ; but the time 
of letribution is in the world to come. Even real 
Oiiristiaiis, the guilt of whose sins is removed tlirongh 
the atonement of Jesus, but who have learned the way 
of the heathen so far as to confirm to the wicked prac 
tice of buying, selling and retaining slaves, have n 
right to expect sevexte c<irrec:tiQns, Psalm Ixxxix. 3Q 

* The Doelaration of Independonco b,aa these words : " We hold these 
truths to be selt-evidontir-th«,t all men are created equal — that they- are 
endowed by tiieir Creator witk ccrtaai; uaallemible rights— that among 
theio arc life, libertj, and the pursuit of happiaess — that to aecuro th«jse 
r^'^hts, go^'erhmentf ar e iijatltuted among men." The negroes are crea- 
tic» e'lnai with the wMtoa according toi this instrument!. Their liberty is 
au unalienable right. But this nation has taken away this unalienable 
right from them. And although the nation declares that government is 
ii^tituted to preserve this, rig4it,, tti5 garemmeat stiil continues to de» 
pd ve thein of it. The Unitod S.tatcs, according^ to the late census, taken 
i I ISOi, h'">Ul 875,623 of the human race in slavery. They have, even in 
the Constitution of the general government, twelve years after the de- 
claration of Independence, made provision for theiacrease of the number. 
Art, I. Sect. 9. *' The migration or importation of such persons as any of 
the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohib- 
ited by the Congress prior to the year 1308.'^ They hiive thus, inconsiat^ 
ently, constitutionally authorized a continuance of the worst of robber- 
ies. Very few of the States have, ma-le any adequate provision for tho 
emancipation of their slaves. But the State of South Carolina has ex- 
cee^lod her sister States in endeavors to perpetuate this impious practice.^ 
What language can express the political inc -nsisteney of a people who 
have inserted in a republican constitution of goverament the following 
section ? Constitution of South Car ^lina, Art. i. Sect. 6. " No person 
shall be eligible to a seat in the House of Kopresontatlves unless he is a 
free w)),ite man. If a resident in the election district, ho shall not be eli- 
gible to a seat in the House of Reproscntativesi unles'? he bo legally seized 
and possessed, in his own riglit, of a settled freehold estate of five hun- 
dred acres of land, and tbn neoboks." To tolerate slavery is an evil of 
no small lu.ignicude; to give it a national recoro.mendation is still mora 
inexcusable; but to render it a condition without which no man can re- 
present, in the legislature, the district in which h.e lives, exceeds anything 
on record in the annals of nations. This Ooi:vstitution was. adopted a» 
lato as the year 17 'JO. 
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—32. proportion as they have an opportunity of 
asrd'taining duty, will tlieir danger increase, unless 
they eiieerf 111 ly sacrifice interest to it. He \y]io knows 
hi^ ihaster's will, and doeth it not, shall he beaten 
with many stripes. Luke xii, 47. I speak to yon 
wlio parley with this temptation— yon who, in deli- 
ahee of conviction, are determined to go oii in the 
paths of self-interest. In this very path yon may 
meet correction. Your treasures ar*5 not secure. 
Tliere 'is a God ; and while godliness cjontinnes to have 
the promise- of the life which uow is^ a^H 'weU as that 
which is to c(m>e!^ those who continue to practise on 
tlie system of slavery may expect to suffer loss. 
Watch them close : thev mav one day elude your vigi- 
lance, and escape v/itli your treasure. Tlie enslaved 
Ilehrews were allowed to escape with the jewels of 
the Egyptians. You may lose, in a similar manner^ 
as much of your property as you have withheld from 
them of t^ieir earnings whom you retain in bondage. 
If not, God has it in his po^ver to send mildew and 
blasting upon your crops — murrain and pestilence 
among your herds— until you susttiin a greater loss 
than you would have suffered bv ^^ivins: libertv to 
your s!avt«. I should think it a favcrable evidence, 
though not a conclusive argument, that God has a re- 
gard for you, if you are thus chastised for your op- 
pression of your brethren. But if ye he wUkont ehas- 
tiscrnent^ vjhereqf all are farialiers^ then are ye has- 
ta,vds and 7iot sons,^ 

I have now fini-hed what I designed to say in con- 
firmation of the doctrine of the proposition, and shall 
proceed, 

IL To refute objections offered to the principle I 
have been defending. 

^ 1 Tim, iv, 8, f Hebrews sii. 8. 
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It is not to be expected tliat every, objectioii sliall 
now <:>eeur. Some that are made probably I iie\*er 
heard; and some wliich I have heard niaj have es- 
ca].>ed my recollection. I shall not;; however, design- 
edl}^ evade any that has the appearance of argument. 
I sliail examine each in order to ascertain its full 
value. 

Objection I. " JSTature has made a distinction be- 
tween man and man. One has stronger intellectual 
powers than another. As physical strength prevails 
in the subordinate ranks of creation, let superiority of 
intellect preside among intelligent creatures, llie 
Europeans and their descendants are superior in this 
respect to the Africans. These latter are, moreover, 
in their own country, miserable. Their state is not 
rendered worse by being enslaved. It is just for the 
more intelligent to rule over the more ignorant, .and 
to make use of their services." 

Answer. The distinctions which nature makes be- 
tween man and man are probably not so great as 
those which owe their existence to adventitious cir- 
cumstances. 

The inferiority of the blacks to the whites has been 
greatly exaggerated. "^^ Let the fact, however, be grant* 

* There ie no reason to suppose the blacks destitute of mental powers. 
In some settlements in tliis State, particnlariy along th;; Mohawk, and 
in Scoharie, the negroes, althoxigh slaves, are admitted to the privilege 
of consultation vath their masters about the manner of conducting their 
labor. They live, comparatively, at ease and in plenty. They con- 
sult about tlie raanaj,^cniont of the farm, and frequently convey the pro- 
duce to the markets. The negroes, in these plrices, are as intellig'cnfc and 
active as their masters, unless the latter have had signal advantages from 
ediK\ t'on, and associating with superior company. 

The courage and skill of the negroes in war will no longer be disputed, 
after their transactions in St. Domingo and Gnadaloupe are known. And 
great must bo his prejudice who can deny to the black Toussaint the 
qualifications of a warrior and a statesman. 

The writings of Fhillis WheMy eviiico that negroes are \\oi destitute 
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ed, and vet the inference which is the principle of the 
objection will not follow.. It is the essence of tyran- 
ny. It is fonnded in false notions conccrnin,i>' tlie na- 
tiire of man. Yon say, ''a greater proportion of in- 
tellect gives a, right to rule over the less inteliigent." 
But you hve to ohserve that man is not onlv a creatvire 
capable of intellectnal exertion, but also one who pos- 
sesses moral sentiments, and a fi'ce agent. He has a 
rightj from the constiution given him by the Autlior 
of Katare, to dispose of himself, and be his own mas- 
ter in all respects, except in violating the will of Hea- 
ven, He natnrally acts agreeably to the motives . 
presented to him, with a liberty of choice respecting 
them. He who argnes a right to rule from natnral 
endowments must have more tlian a superior under- 
standing to show. He must evidence a superiority of 
moral excellence, and an investiture with authority ; 
otherwise he can have no right to set aside the princi- 
ple of self-government, and act in opposition to that 
freedom which is necessarily implied in personal re- 
sponsibility to the Supreme Moral Grovernor. Consid- 
er the consequences which the objection, if granted, 
would involve. lie who could, by cunning contri- 
vance, reduce his innocent and more simple neighbor 
under his power, would be justifiable in enslaving him 
and his offspring for ever. All the usurpation of men 
of genius Vv^ithout virtue, from the days of Pharaoh to 

of poetic genins ; and the letters of IgnathiB Scjicho discover tlioir pos- 
session of talents for pi'ose coiiiposition. The o"bserval.ioxi3 of the Kcv, 
Samuel Miller, of New York, on the negro scliool ox that city, mid tho^e 
of Anthony Betiezet ou the scliool in Philadelphia, confirm this trutli. 
But if any person, desires more documents to corrohdrVite tire- position 
that tlic talents of the negroes are not inferior to those of tlic wliitctii, I 
refer him to Clarkson's Essay, md to Br. Beattie's rcfatatioii of llumy's 
assertions with respect to African capacity. There ho will find scitisfac- 
tion. 
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tliose of Bonaparte, wouLi be instiftable on tlila pria- 
eiple. 

As for tlie circujnstanee of the Africans being wretch- 
ed while at their own di-sposal, you are not accountable 
for it. Friendsliip for them is not well shown in the 
slave trade. Yotir wicked traffic has already rendered 
them more wi eked and wretched even in Africa, If 
you have ameliorated the condition of one, you have 
rendered more painful the condition of thousands.^'^ 

Objection II. " The negroes are a different race of 
people from us. Their capacities, their shape, their 
color, and tlieir sniell, indicate their procedure ori- 
ginally from a different pair„ Tliey are inferior to the 
white people in all these respects. Tins gives a rig-lit 
to the superior race to rule over theni as really as nature 

*■ The nations called civilized, upon accurate cnlcnlation, are fonnd to 
export aDnnall^ from Africa 0/1^ Jmndred ihoumnd slaves, Fifty thoii- 
sjmu of there are oDtairieci hj kidKappiiig, In order to supply the other 
half,, whole villages are at once depopulated, by order of the Princes 
under European iuflnencSj and wars entered into expressly for the purpose 
of niaiving slaves of the prisonerts. These causes produce constant quar- 
rels, iand render the eoTihity miserable. It is supposed that 00,000 lives 
perish anniially in these v/ars. Of the munhcr shipped from Africa, 
2r>,000 perish on the passage, by pestilence, Insurrection, ship-wreck, 
despair, Sr.c. 25,i>00 more perish in seasoning t cv the climate of the West 
Indieis. "The remaining 50.000 linger out a life of wretc^ied existence. 
Anotlier fact will ascertain the havoc which famine, fatigue and cruelty 
make sfmong those who arc seasoned to the cliintvte. Ten thousand peo- 
ple, ujider fair ndviintages, should prodnce, in a, century, K'0,000. In 
?>ne of the coloniej? 650,000 slaves were imported in one century. Thfe 
olfspring of these, at the expiration of a hundred years, amounted to, 
14*!, MOO. According to this estimate, population was impeded ir. the pro- 
portion of yeventy-four to one. In their own country they would have 
produced ten millions in that time. Thus it appears that upv.';irdL; of 
lu(.(,ooo livef^ are annnally sucrifsced. This estimutc is foimded upon tlbo 
t'istimoD^' of v^ritnes^ies by no means partial to tlie Africans — the testi- 
monies of Smyth, Bosnian, and Moore, agents to the factorios estab- 
lished ill Africa— and the records of Jamaica and St. Bomingo. In. Part 
ITi, of Clftikson's Essay, ft lii story of the slave trade i& given, and znany 
^ftle.-' of- woe related. If the accuracy of this estimate is doubted, that 
excellent work may b^i consulted. 



glv^c^f^: *! ttglit to the use of the otiiev siiboFflmate i'atikj 
of aiaiiiateu heiiig.'" 

. , ; Answicr. This goes upon the footing of discrediting 
; Scl'iptiiire authority, in a discourse , to pre&ssed 
Ghristians I might reject it without CiQiisideration 
There may, however, be in my hearing a skv^^older 
who is an unbeliever of revelation. I would reasor 
even with him, that, if possible, I may serve the cause 
of justice, of liberty, and of man. The use of sound 
reason and philosophy Christianity by lio meai).s dis 
cm'ds. 

The principle of your ^^j'gument m inadmissible ; mu% 
if it were not, it would not serve your purpose. 

1. It is inadmissible. Among the individuals of every 
species thei'e is a difference* N^o more causes than are 
suflicient to account for any phenomenon are required 
by tlie rules of philosophising. The action of the ele- 
ments on the human body, the.diet and the manners 
of mcn^ are causes sufficient to account for . that change 
in the organization of bodies which, gives them a ten- 
dency to absorb the rays of light, to perspire more 
freely, and to put on that shape which is }ieculiar to 
the inhabitants of Guinea and their descendants. 
A single century will make a forcible distinction be- 
tween the inhabitants of a northern and a southern 
climate, wlien the diet and manners are similar. A 
diflerence in tliese can make a distinction in the same 
latitude. It is impossible to prove that twenty or thir- 
ty centuries, during whicli successive generations did 
not njingle with a foreign race, could not gii e to the 
African negro tliat peculiarity of bodily appearance 
wliicli so stubbornly adheres to him when translated 
into anotlier clime. A few years of a hot sun may 
produce a swarthiness of complexion which the mild- 
est climate cannot, for years, exchs,ll^/re for a rosy cheek. 
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According to the laws for propagating the s^ieclesj the 
otfspriiig l*eseml)les the parent. It is not to lie expect- 
ed tliat a. vary apparent chango should be wrought on 
the cbmpiexion of the offspring of negroes already in 
this country; Ten times the number of years which 
have passed over the heads of the successive genera- 
tions on the coast of Guinea, may be necessary, be- 
fore tlie negroes can retrace the steps by which they 
have proceeded from a fair countenance to their present 
shining black. The causes of bodily variety in tho 
huinaji species which I have stated are known to ex- 
ist. It is highly un philosophical to have recourse to 
others whicli are only conjecturaL Enmity to revela- 
tion makes many one think himself a philosopher. 

2. If the principle were just it would be invalid : it 
w^ould not answer your purpose. If you adopt the 
hypothesis of several original and distinct pairs, by 
whom the earth was peopled, yon cannot determine 
where to stop. Tlie different nations of Europe and 
of Asia, and the different tribes of America, mav have 
had different original parents, all upon the footing of 
subordination one to tlie other.f If the principle of 

^ The mitlioi- embraces tlxis opportunity of recommending "An mqnhy 
into the Causes of Variety in the Human Complexions," by Dr. Smith, 
President of the' College of New-Jersey. His admirable criticisms on 
Lord Kainies, by far the most able advocate of the doctrine of a plurality 
of distinct original pairs, deijcrve the perusal of tlie philosophic inquirer. 

f Mr. Miller eloquently expresses himself on this subject Pride, 
indeed, may C( ntend that these unhapr-y subjects of our oppression are 
an inf<nior race of beings; iind are, therefore, assigned, by the strictest 
bistice, to a deprfssed and servile station in society. But nx what docs 
this inferiority consist ? In a difference of coOT^?7^a:?o«. and figure? Let the 
narrow and illiberal mind, who can advance such an argumant, recollect 
whither it will carry }\m\. la traversing the various regions of the earth 
from tbe equator to th;i pole, we find an infinite diversity of shades in tha 
c xnplexiou of men, from the darkest to the liurest hues. If, then, tbo 



your objection were adiiiissible, it would prove toO: 
much, lead to absurdityj and is therefore capable of 
proving nothing. Each nation might claim a superi- 
ority of ranic over the other. Eight would be oppos- 
ed to right, and cunning and violence would be tlie 
only umpires. Involve not yourself in such inextrica- 
ble difficulties in advocating a practice truly indefen- 
sible, i 

Objection III. " I firmly believe the Scriptures. All 
the families of the earth are brethren. They are ori- 
ginally descended from Adam, and secondarily from 
ISToah. But the blacks are the descendants of Ham. 
They are under a curse, and a right is given to their 
brethren to rule over them. We have a divine grant, 
in Gen, ix. 25 — 27, to enslave the negroes." . 

Answer. This threatening may have extended to 
all tlie descendants of TIam. It is, however, to be no- 
ticed, that it is directed to Canaan, the son of Ham, 
In order to justify negro slavery from this prophecy ^ 
it will be necessary to prove four things. 1. That all 
the posterity of Canaan were devoted to suffer slavery. 
2, That African ne.Q^roes are really descended of Canaan, 
o. That each of the descendants of Shem and Japheth 
has a moral right to reduce any of them to servitude. 
4. That every slave-holder is really descended from 
Shem or Japheth. Want of proof in any one of these 
particulars will invalidate the whole objection. In a 

proper station of tlio African Is that of servitude and depression, vfQ must 
also contend that every Portuguese and Spaniard is, though in a hua 
degree, infcriov' to us, and should be salj^jcct to a measure of the same 
degradation, Nay, if the tints of colour be considered the test of human 
dignity, wc jnay justly assume a haughty supci'iority over our southern 
brethren of this continent, and devise their subjugation. In short upon 
this principle, where siiali liborty end? or where shall shxvery begin? at 
whai giade is it that the ties of blood are to cease? and how Kianv shades 
must v.'o descend f?tiU lower in the scale, beforo mercy is to vanish -with 
ih;m. ^^—/Hsuowse to iliG Manuraimon, Society of Mw-Fork^ ji. 12, 13. 
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pi'actice so contrary to the genei^al p]?m<iiples of te 
divine law, a veiy express grant f mm tlie sBpj'eme au- 
thority is the only sanction to im. But not one of tho 
four facts specifiecl as ;rieces8ary can .be supported with 
aiVquestic^nable doenmtmts. On each of them, how- 
ever, Ave may spend a thought. 

1 . The threatening is general. It does not imply par- 
ticniar personal servitude as much as political inferior- 
ity and nationai degTadatxon. It does not imply that 
every individual of thsttrace should of right be kept 
in a state of slavery. . ) 

2. It is possible the negroes ai*e deseended from Ham. 
It is even probable. But is almost certain tliat they are 
not the offspring of Ganaan. The boundaries of their 

i ^ 

territory is generally known from, subsequent history.' 

3. The supposition, however^ that the curse fell on 
the negi'oes, may be granted with safety to the tmuse 
of those who are opposed to th^ system by which they; 
are enslaved. It will not serve as a warrant for this 
practice. It is not to be considered ^s a rule of duty, 
but as the prediction of a future event. God has. iii 
his providence, given many meti over to slavery, to 
hardships, and to death. But this does not justify the 
tyraiit and the murderer. Had it been predicted, in 
60 many words, that the Americans should, in the be- 
ginning of the nineteenth century, be in possession of 
Afric n slaves, we might argue from the fact the truth 
of the prophecy, but not the propriety of the slave- 
holder's conduct. It was foretold that Israel should 
be in bondage in Egypt. Gen. xv. 13- This did not 
justify the cruelty of Pliaraoh. He was a ve^^sel of 
wrath. Jesus, our God and Kedeemer, was the sub- 
ject of many p?.'edictions. According to ancient prophe- 
cy, and to satisfy divine justice, he was put to death. 
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Tlie Lcliar^eters who Iwlfllled this prediction were 
wiciked to an extreme. Acts ii. 23. 
. 4, Slave-liolders are probably the deseenclanta of 
Japheth, aitliorigh it cannot be legally ascertaihed. And 
they may be fuMiiing the threatening on Canaan, al- 
though tliej are not innoeent. Be not afraid, my 
friends; pmphecy shall be fiilfiHed, althongli yo\5 
shonid liberate your slavs^^. This prediction has had 
its accomplishment three thousand years ago. Tiie 
deis.cendantB of ^hem di4, by divine direction, under 
the conduct of Joshua, subjugate tlie offspring of 
Canaan, whea they toi>k possession of the promised 
land. y 

This naturallj/ leads to consider another objection — 
the n.iost plausibie arsrument that can possibly be ofiered 
in defence of tlie unhallowed practice of lioldiug onr 
fellow 2^ien in perpetual bondage. 

Ojsjeotiok- I Y. ^ ^ God permitted the ancient Israelites 
to hold their fellow m'eatures in servitude. Men and 
women were bought and sold among tliem. The bond 
si^i'yant is called his master'^ money. Exod. xxi. 31. 
Had it been wrong in its natui'e to enslave any huniaii 
beings God could not have granted tlie Hebrews a per- 
mission to do it. J>[egro slavery, stripped of soine ac- 
cidental cruelties, it is not necessarily wicked.^' 

Answee. This objection requires minute attentioj>. 
The fact is granted. Heaven did permit tlie Hebrews 
to purchase sonle of the human race for servitude. 
The general principle deduced from this fact is also 
granted. It is, in certain cases, lawful to enslave our 
fellow creatures. The application of it to jnstify the 
practice of hiodern nations is by no means admissible. 

God is tlie Lord of the universe. As the Supreme 
("Governor, he docs what is right. His subjects have 
violated his law, abused their liberty, and rebelled 
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against the niajesty of Heaven. Tney have forfeited 
to his jiisiviee the liberty and the life he gave tbeuL 
These thej must yield. They wiilj at the time ap- 
pointed by the Judge, be enclosed in the grave* . Tiio 
sovereio-ii has also a rio^ht to the use of whatever instru- 
ment he chooses in the execution of the sentence. Tie 
may choose the famine or the pestilence, the winds or 
the waves, wild beasts or human beings, to be the ex- 
ecutioners. Again: 

Civil society has certain laws, to which its members, 
vohmtarily claiming its privileges, have assented. 
A violation of these is a violation of a contract, and 
the penalty stipulated must be paid by the offender. 
When, by a person's licentiousness, justice is violated, 
or society endangered, it is just and necessary to enslave 
the criminal, and make his services, if possible, useful 
to society. This much I cheerfully grant; and shall 
now proceed to show that the objection does not ap- 
ply to the doctrine whi^h I have been endeavouring 
to esta}>lish. 

You cannot argue conclusively, in defence of negro 
slavery, from the practice of the ancient Hebrews, un- 
less you can prove, 1st. That the slavery into which 
they were permitted to reduce their fellow creatures 
was similar to that in which the nes^roes are held : 
aiM, 2dly. Tliat you have, the same permission which 
they had, extended to you. If proof fails in either of 
tliese, the obieetion is invalid, and I undertake to show 
that hoth are without proof. 

I. The servitude into winch the Hebrews were per- 
mitted to reduce their fellow men was attended with 
such restrictions as rendered it essentially different from 
the negro slave trade. It may be considered, 1. With 
reference to their brethren; 2. As it respected strangers 
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K '1. A natvtfal descendant of Abraliam iriigiit, iii 'v o 
cases,'. be sold- hj the magistrates into servitude. The. u 
- wer« tlieft' and msolvency. And so great was the rv- 
'gard for freedom which their code of laws discovered, 
that even the thief could not be enslaved while he had 
property sufficient to answer the demands of the law 
for the theft, Exod. xxii. 1 — 4. If a man snail steal 
an ox or a sheep, and Mil it^ or sell it, shall restore 
five oxen for the ox. and four she ej) for the sheej). If 
a thief ham nothing^ then lie shall he sold for his theft. 
The servitude into wliicli the debtor was sold for the 
beneiit of the creditor was not severe. Lev. xxv. 39—- 
48, If thy Irrother that clwelleth vjith the he waxen ])oor^ 
and he sold unto thee^ thou shall not compel him to serve 
as a boiidj servant, hut as m»> hired servant and as a 
sojourner he shcdl he with thee. Thou shcdt not rule 
over him. with ricjoiiT, but shaltfear thy God, In both 
cases the di ration of this sr^ecies of slavery was limited 
to six vears. On the seventh he shcdt ad o ut free for 
noth/ing. Exod. xxi. 2. And it was required, in the 
case of the debtor, that his master should give him 
some stock on which he might again begin business 
for the support of his family. Dent. xv. 12 — 15. When 
thou sefiidest him otit free, thou shall furnish him 
liheraUy of thy floch, thy flour, and thy win 'i-press. 

Both these laws evidence the greatest care of the 
liberties of individuals which is consistent with the real 
interest of the nation. They are strong motives to 
industry, aiid o-uard aojainst burdensome taxation for 
the support of prisons. 

2. There were two classes of aliens with respect to 
which the Israelitish huv gave directions — tiiose wJio 
belonged to any of the neigliboring Camaanitisli tribes 
in particular, and such as belonged to other nations in 
general. With respect to tlie latter, the law was ex- 
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aetly the same as to the Hebrews themselv^es„ Lev. 
xxiv. 2^. Ye shall .have one mannci' of law as itell for 
the stranger as for one of your ovm (mentry, \"or>c 
next chapter. // thy brother he vxtxen poor, then- ihon- 
shall relwue hini—yea^ though he a stranger or a •'■■o- 
jourmr. But tiiere are particidar exceptions iVoiu 
this general iaw^ whieh guaranteed from invasion the 
life, the liberty, and the property of aliens. These 
exceptions refer to the remains of the conquered tri bes 
living among the Israelites, or to such of the nations 
of Canaan as were around them. Lev. xxv. 44,45. 
Of the heathen that are round almit you^ shall ye hiy 
bondmin. and handmaids. Of the vkUdren of the 
strangers that sqjowrn am.o?ig you, shall ye hay, and 
(f the fwuhilks ■which they hegett -In your land. This 
permission was merciful. The descendants of A])ra- 
liani were expressly appointed the executioners of the 
divine sentence against the tribes of Canaan. Exter- 
mination was the command; but on their voluntary 
subjection they were only reduced into a state of servi- 
tude. Tile Israelites were forbidden to use tliem 
harshly. Kxod, xxi, 20. Accordingly, the Gebeon- 
ites, when they craftily obtained the safety of their 
lives, were reduced into the situation of bond servants. 
Joshna ix. When Saul treated them wdth cruelty, 
God was offended, and even punished Lavid because 
he d* ^ not avenge that cruelty on the house of Saul, 
at an early part of his reign. 2 Sam. xxi. 1^ I pro- 
ceed, 

IL To prove that this example is not for onr imita- 
tion. The Israelites themselves liad no ridit to fit out 
their ships with their implements of cruelty, in order 
to steal, buy, stow away, and chain men of other 
nations, living, witliout injury to them, at a distance 
from their shores. Iiad the}' done so, no future traffic 
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coiilrl liave rendered tlieir prizes legitijiiate. Tliey 
were oiiici.tUy employed by Heaven to punisli the ini- 
quity of tlie nations wliich thej^ vanquished. Tiiey 
were ordered to subdue, destroy or enshxve the descend- 
ants of Canaan, and take possession of the land cove- 
nanted to their tather Abraham. As a peculiar people, 
they were to be kept distinct until M'essiah should come. 
Tlie remains of foreioii nations could not, therefore^ be 
admitted to the rights of citizenship. The vnill of par- 
tition is now broken down. All mankind are our 
brethren. Tliere is no similarity of circumstances be- 
tvv^een us anvi the ancient Hebrews — -no divine permis- 
sion that can justify us in holding' slaves. Although 
the slavery were exactlv the same with that into which 
the blacks are reduced, the practice of mpdern nations 
would remain unjustiiiable. 

The decendants of Shem have, in the IJebrew nation, 
reduced Canaan into a state of servitude ; and the off- 
spring of Ja])heth, liave surplanted tliose of Shem in 
both spiritual and temporal privileges. 

Ot/Jection" Y. ^ Slavery was tolerated, in primitive 
iigGS of Christianity, by the Koman laws. It is not 
condenmed by Christ or his Apostles. They have 
given directions for the conduct of nnister and slave. 
1 Tim. vi. 1. They have not intimated that the prac- 
tice of keeping men in slaveiy was sinful." 

Answkk. Wliat you have asserted is not correct, 
and, if it had been,, it would be no objection to the 
principles for whicli I contend. The Ne^\,'' Te^^tament 
docs condenm the slave-trade. 1 Tim. i. 10. J/<v;#- 
stealing is here reprobated, t(^gether with every practice 
which is contrary tt) soimd dootrme and the spirit <.)f 
the (jlonom (josp(^.. 1 Gor. vii. 21. If tJioii mayest 
he made f ree^ me it rat/ier. It is reconnnended to 
the slave, if he is able, to i.:>rocure his liberty. If he 



lias lio fair means of obtaining it, it irUiis dntj patient- 
ly to continue in bondage,^'' The gospel hope comforts 
him. The 'New Tostainent savs (Col. iv. l.\ Masters, 

* Coniiuoreo iii ilxc luiman species is of a ver^/ eavlj date. Mosos in- 
forms i!s that- Josepli was sold as a slave, and disposed of in Eg'vpt as 
sucli by the purcliaaers. Gen. x.xxvii. 30, 30, Homer informs lus, tliat 
in £lic time of the Trojan war Egypt and Cyprus were markets for slaves. 
Antiuous threatens to send Ulysses to one of those places. Odys. lib, 
XVII, V. 448. ' 

Tyre and Sidon were notorious for proseeuting tlic slave trade. This 
custom tnivolled over nil Asia ; spread throngli the Grecian and Eo- 
mivA world ; and was pnietised among the l.tarbarious nations whieh. 
overturned the Hornan Empire. The abolition of the slave-trade among 
the European .nations has been falsely attributed to the feudal system. 
Tiie prevalence of Christianity was the real eanse of it. The ehartcrs 
which were granted, in those days, for the freedom of slaves, were ex- 
pressly, pro amove Dei^ /;ro ■mercerle animo ; " that they miglst jirocitre 
the favour ,3f the Deity, v/hich they conceived themselves to have forfeit- 
ed by the subjugation of those whom they found to be the objects of di- 
vine benevolence." These cfi^cts were produced aa the nations were 
converted, and procured a geruiral liberty through Europe before tlie 
close of the twclftli century. In the commencement of t' 's century slaves 
were a capital article in the domestic and foreign trade of England. W hen 
any person had more children than he could maintain, he sold them to 
a merchant. In the council held at St. Peter;^, Westminster, A. D. 1102, 
tliis practice was prohibited. In the great Council of Armagh, A. D. 1171 , 
the clergy of Ireland decreed that all the English slaves should bo imme- 
diately emancipated. {Iknry's England^ vol. vi. p, 267, Svo. edit.) It 
had not yet been discovered that tlie New Testament alithorised slavery. 
No. Wherever this religion prevails, it will be found to be the '"'•perfect 
law of UhertyP > 

The instarico of Oncsimns lias been very unhappily selected by (he 
advoeutos of slavery to support their system. It does n jt appear certiiin- 
ly that he liad been a slave to Philemon, Ho had been, indeed, u servant. 
But, if a slave, he was to bo so no longer. Phil. 10. Paid had a right to 
demand his liberty, Phil. 8. Ho knows, ho'v^'cver, that to request it 
v/ould be sutlicient. Phil. 9. It appears Onesimus had wronged his 
ma.^tcr. Phil. 1^. Notwithstanding, Paul miglit lawfully have retain- 
ed him without a reeompence. Phil. 13. But, confiding in Philemon's 
integrity, leaves the matter to liis own option, and becomes security for 
Onesimus. Phil. 15. It appears that this OMjsimus was no Icncr slave 
or servant. He was more probably afterwards a minister of the gospel, 
and colleague svith Tychicus in Collosse. Ha is said to have been after- 
wards pastor at Ephesus. 



give u7ito your servants that 'wJiicJi is jicst and eqiictL 
Treat tliem justly ; use tlieiii merciful] v ; pay tliem law- 
ful ^Yuges; give tliem an epuivalent for their services. 
Eut, supposing the Scriptures had been silent on this 
subject, the objector could not justify negro slavery 
from that silence. If it prove anything it will prove too 
much. It will prove the j ustice of tlie worst of tyranny, 
the most dreadful cruelty, because E"ero is not specified 
as an infamous tyrant in the JSTew Tcstam.ent. It will 
prove that you have a right to sell your own children 
as slaves*— to kidnap your neighbor, your country- 
man and your friend. Yon need not, therefore, eon- 
iiue your trafHc in human flesh to the African race. 
You may extend it even to your own children. But 
if such practices are not formally mentioned and con- 
demned in the ISTew Testament^ the principles from 
which they proceed are reprobated in the strongest 
terms. The whole system of slavery is opposite to the 
spirit of that religion which is righteousness and peace. 
True religion cheers the lieart both of the subject of a 
tyrant and the slave of a master. It teaches them their 
duty as men, as (social beings^ as citizens of the world ; 
while it reprobates the character who holds them in dur- 
ance, and condemns the tenor upon which he holds his 
authority. It does not alter the external condition of 
the believer, unless it teaches the heart of those who 
are in power. It teaclics him faithfulness and sobriety, 
patience and resignation, until God, in his providence, 
aflbrds him an op])ortuuity of being more Usefully ac- 
tive in the restoration of moral order to society. 

The inimoralitica practised intlio Eoman Empire, render the sanction 
of law, were numorouH and aggravntcd. It wonld be an unreasonable 
mode of compiling a syston-*. of ethics, to sustain an moral every ancient 
lisage of tlio Gr<jcians and Komans whicxi are not cxpiessly c-.'.udemued 
in the New Testament. 
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Ob.tectiok YL ^' I abhor the principle, llie practice 
of iinportiiig and selling men is detestable. But here 
tl^ey are. Wo found them slaves. "We are not obli- 
gcd, at the expense of our property, to set them at 
liberty. The coiiiraunity in general will not consent 
to it. They will therefore be slaves. I want a servant. 
I may purchase and hold a slave. His condition will 
not be rendered worse by serving nie. I am bound 
to treat him mercifully : but, as matters are now situa- 
ted, there can be no evil in my keeping him in bond- 
age." 

Answer. If men were not strongly influenced by 
int<^>reBted motives, they could not impose so far on 
their own understandings as to give indulgence to thf. 
principle contained in this objection. A long contimi' 
ance of evil doing will change the natm^e of ivrong 
into right. If so, there is an end to the distinction 
between virtue and vice. Your fathers left the negroes 
in bondage, as an inheritance to you. Does this justify 
you in retaining them '? I^o. If the first stealer and 
tbe first buyer acted contrary to justice, the constant 
retainer cannot be guiltless. You condemn the prin- 
ciple, but justify the practice. Act consistently, I 
beseeeli you. Touch not, taste not, handle not the 
'imclean thing. Let me call your attention to another 

fact. You have a slave of thirty years of age in your 
possession. He was born in your house. By natural 

laws, and according to the first principles of civil lib> 

erty, he was born equally free witli your son. l-Vho 

has, upon him, committed the robbery by which he 

has l)cen depuived of iiis natural rights? Yourself. 

Lay not the blame on your parents, for you imitate 

tlieir example. The text applies to you directly. 

You have stolen from his coimections, from himself, a 

man born in your house. Have you piu-chased him? 



Y<ni liiive contenaiiceil an in).pioas eoinmeree; the 
licst ix'DEirjirion you can. mnl<e is to set your ^sIa.ve at 
liberty. You can'aot -^^fford to perform acts of su':'l) 
extciibiye benevolence. Do justice, ho^vever. iJeal 
lYicrc^ifully yv"itii your seryant. Wlieii the wages which 
he lin'oht have annvaliv earned shall have iiinoimted 
to the piircliase moc^y, and lawful interest, set him 
inriuediately at liberty from your :x)ntrouL If you 
are a worthy eliari^eter, he shall afterwards voluntari- 
ly servo you, unless he bn ungrateful indeed, provided 
you give him dae wages. After confessing the system 
to be ii-idefensible, it is to be hoped you will not give 
your sulirages to render it permanent-. — I shall pro- 
ceed, 

III. To make some improvement. 

In Jiis walk of faith, the Christian considers himself 
hound to the practice of every known duty. By the 
test of obedience, the nature of his love to God is tried. 
This is the lave of God^ that ye 'keep his commandments^ 
and his commmidments are not grlemi'.s:^ This dis- 
position inclines and fits him for making a practical 
improvement of just theory. And the view we have 
now had of the evils of the slave-trade may be im- 
proved for several uses. 

1. "We sliould lament over the distressing; sufferin<]:s 
of our brethren in bondage. True piety does not 
blunt the feelings of benevolence. Commiseration 
with the wretched is strongly inculcated. Weep with 
those that loeep. Evangelic principle forms the soul to 
it. For them things I vjeep : mine eye^ mine eye^ run- 
nelh down vyith teetrs:\ Tl.ie situation of the African 
is miserable. In his native country he is in darkness. 
He has no vision, no well grounded hope — the inhabi- 

* Eom. -jdi. irv ^ Lament, i. 16, 



taut of ti waste wilderness, wifcliont God in the world- 
lie becomes acquainted with foreigners on whoni 
C'liriBnan. education lias been bestowed. Tliej profe.is 
the i-eligion wliich breatlies peace and good %vii! to- 
w^mk men. He knows tJiem to his sorrow. Nevr 
oceasions for war are alforded, and new and teirible 
instruments for prosecuting war provided^ for the al- 
ready ferocious tribes of the wilderness. Ho is taken 
captive, and is sold for a bauble. He is chained in 
tlie sutlbcating dungeon of a floating prison. He is 
brought into a strange country. The whip is brandisli- 
ed over his head. With its lasli his back is furrowed. 
In a land boasting of (3ivilization, and enlightened by 
the gospel luminary, he is doomed to ignorance, fco 
rudeness and wretchedness. There is mwer on tJie 
side of the oppressor ^ hut mi his side there is no poiverJ^ 
His genius is cramped ; the energy of his mind are 
suppressed ; liis moral feelings are eradicated ; his 
soul, his immortal soul, is left to perish withont tlie 
knowledge of Jesiis. " Oh, slavery, thou art a bitter 
draught ! " Miserable African, we lament over your 
condition- We are sensible of your suiferings. We 
sympathise with you. We recognise you as a brotiier. 
We recommend you to the protection of our Heavenly 
Father. We consign you to the arms of our dear 
.Redeemer. God of mercy 1 JLet the sighing of the 
prisoner come hefore thee : according to the greatness 
of thy poiver^ preserve thou those thai are apypointed^ 
to die.]' 

2. We may improve the view we have taken of the 
negro slave-trade, in. order to stimulate us to present 
dut>^ 

The benevolence of the Christian is not like tlie setii- 



^ Ecclcs. IV. L 



t Psalm Ixxis. ii. 
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siliility of a writer of ronianee, ready to be- oxercised 
'Ml. imiimivAiy <)]>iects. but blind to obiects of reality . 
Willie ss^e drop t\\i) tear of couipassioii over the slavcj 
let us eiiquire whether or not we can do anything to 
{illeviate liis sorrows, CivLuot TOiir agency diminish 
the number of slaves, and your behavior be an ex- 
ample to others to contribute their influence to the 
fc;auie (:Ie3ira])le end? 

I cannot demand of you, my brethren, to sacrifice 
your property imprudently in purchasing the liberty 
of your neighbour's slaves ; but justice, your religion, 
requires that you slioidd cease to be slave-holders your- 
selves. With respect to the young, arrangements may 
be madcj to defray, by their services, the expensu of 
their support and their education, before they are 
emancipated. To this you have a right, and to no 
more. Th.e middle-aged has already repaid your ex- 
penditures. If lie has been purchased, charity would 
recommend it to vou, nevertheless, to set him at lib- 
erty: and iustice demands that vou should retain him 
in bondage no longer than is sufficient to reeompence 
you for your trouble and expense. With reference to 
the old, the inactive and the infirm, Godly wisdom will 
direct the conscientious to such measures as may be 
best calculated to secure their advantage, and enable 
you to maintain an honourable testimony against this 
abominable usurpation. Be merciful to them. Cul- 
tivate their understandings. Make them feel them- 
selves to be men. Eaise them to the rank which God 
has assigned them. Teach them the doctrines of the 
gospoL G { ve them habits of industry. Pray for them. 
Sacrifice the ])roperty which the civil law gives you in 
them, on the altar of religion. Seek for a recompense 
from on high. Heaven can reward you. Godlmess 



is puojitable ' unto all things. It has the pmmise of 
the life which now is, and of thai ichich is to eorrie.^^ 

S. Tlie preceding discussion may be improved for 
discovering tiie diitv of gospel ministers. 

Tiicse occupy an important office in the house of 
God, Tiiey are embassadors for Jesus Christ. Tliey 
are commissioned not so much to please as to teaelL 
The volume of revelation contains their instructions. 
In n.egocit'fcting a treaty between heaven and earth, 
they are not to neglect its directions. It contains no 
useless articles to be expunged or neglected. Much 
prudence, much prayer, and large commumcations of 
tiic divine spirit, are indeed necessary to constitute 
fallible man a wise steward of the manifold grace of 
(rod. This is promised; and he is faithjfid who prom- 
ised, mid able to performJ\ Mankind have no right 
to be offended at ministers for directing them on the 
head of slavery. My text is in the Bible. I liave an 
undoubted right to discuss it. Is the discussion script- 
ural, and is it Avell timed? are the only qnestions 
men have a right to ask. M}^ brethren in the ministry, 
if you lament over this evil, let your voice be raised 
aloud against it. The subj ect is important. To handle 
it rasldy may be dangerous. Offence may be unde- 
signedly given, and unjustly taken^ which may mar the 
peace of the church, and hinder the propagation of the 
of the gospel. Offences must come. Woe to him by 
vvhom they are introduced. This shonld make you 
vigilant, but not silent. Some, indeed, have pushed 
tl'ieir opposition to political evils too far. This may 
liave had an influence in deterring others from going 
as far as duty directed. There is a timidity natural to 
some ciiaraeters, which detains tbem from proseciiting 

* 1 Tixsa. iv. 8. f Heb. x. 2, 3. l.o.a. iv. 21. 
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public subjects. Some, who are traitors to tlielr Mas- 
cause, neglect some articles in tlieir instriietions, 
wliilc liegociatiiig in liis name ; and there is a meek- 
ness and dithdence cherished by true piety, winch render 
ministers more disposed to evangeh'c discussions than 
to inveigh against pnblic immoralities. But remem- 
ber, brethren, that in preacliing the gospel you are 
not to neglect the law. Il is to he Ub-ed as a school- 
mmter to lead men to Christy loho is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one vjho believeth. And 
yon are also to teach, that the gospel is designed to 
establish the law, and dispose men to obey its dictates. 
Yon may comfort yourselves, probably, while neglect- 
ing your duty npcm such subjects, by classing your- 
selves witli an apostle, in desiring to Icnow nothing 
hid Jesus, and Jiim Grudfied. Be assured, however, 
that the resolution of that inspired writer with a vie-w 
to militate against the express precept of our arisen 
Lord. He commanded his ambassadors not only to 
freach the gospel to all nations, but also to teach them 
all things lohcUsoever he commandedr Considering 
the guilt and the danger accompaning the practice of 
holding our brethren in perpetual slavery, it will be 
serving God in your generation prudently to exercise 
the right of giving pnblic warning against it. Let us 
do our duty, leaving the consequences to God. 

4, The view we have taken of this subject also affords 
a "oractical lesson to our legislators and statesmen. To 
you belongs the maintenance of justice and order in 
society. Y our iniiuence, your authority, your wisdom, 
can be of signal service to the nation, if tbe}^ are all 
exerted in the cause of r)<>;hteousness. Eno'ajje rour- 
self speedily in rectifying this evil practice of holding 



* Matt, xxviii. 10, 20. 



your bretlireii in slavery. It is inconsistent witli the 
Batnral riglits of man ; it is condemned by the Scrip- 
tures; it is at war with your republican institutious ; 
it ruins the minds and the morals of tliousands; and 
it leaves you exposed to the wrath of heaven. It is 
easy to see that, although it sup])orts indolence and 
tlie pride of families, it is truly detrimental to the 
wealth, the industry, the population, and the safety 
of the commonwealth.'^ It may be difficult to point 
out a safe mode of redressing the evil. Every plan is 
accompanied with difficulties. To export them to 
Afi'ica would be cruel. To establish them in a separ- 
ate colony would be dangerous. To give them their 
liberty, and incorporate them with tlie whites, would 

* " From repeated and accurate calculations, it lias been found thtit 
the expense of maintaining a slave, if we include the purclmse-monej, 
is nuich greater than that of raaintairiing a free man ; and the labor of 
the free man, influenced by the powerful motive of gain, is at least 
twice as profitable to the employer as that of the slave. Besides^ sla- 
very is the bane of industry. , It renders labor among the whites not 
ouly unfashionable, but disreputable. Industry is the ofl^'ipring of ne- 
cessity rather than of choice. Slavery precludes this necessity, and 
indoleace, which striked at the root of ail social and political hap- 
piness, is the consequence." Morsels Geoyra^hy^ 'p. 05. 

If these observations be just, it appears that slavery is impolitic as 
Well us immoral; and they will hold true except in cases in which the 
negroes are treated in some degree as men, and in which they enjoy s 
considerable portion of freedom : and oven v/Jiere this is the case, there 
is a groat disadvantage accompanying negro slavery. It renders service 
of any kind dxsrepiitabk*. All the white people cannot be masters, and 
yot even the poor are very unwilling to serve. Wlien they do engage 
in !^!ervice it is difficult to deal with them. If you assume an authority 
over them they resent it; if you have work to do v.'h:eh is disagreeable, 
your hired man or woman spurn at tlic thought of being more meanly 
employed than yourself ; nay, they will not be called Bcrvants, for this 
would be reducing them to si level witli the l)Iacks. This is i-revalent 
fchronghout t!ie country, except in those places in v/hich diiioreut cua- 
tonis have introduced diiferont ideas. The want of r.ubordiiiation and 
I'aithfulness in tlie white servants in .Arnorioa, has long been a subject 
of remark to Knropcans. In the slavery of the bl-teks we sec the cuu^o 
of it— a Q.iuise more p-wcrful than, oven mistaken notiond A liberty. 



])c more so. The sins of the fatliers, it Is to 1)6 feared, 
Tviii be vi?jited on tlieir children. But it is uioro safe 
to adopt any one of those plans than continue the evil. 
By a national repenting and forsaking, we may find 
mercy. Providence can dispose of all things ill our 
favor. We have a right to expect that He will ward 
olf or mitigate the threatening consequences, if the 
nation would venture upon His kindness to do their 
duty. 

It must appear rediculous to Europeans "to hear 
of an American 2)atriot signing with one hand decda- 
ratioris of independency, and with the other orand- 
ishiug a whip over an affrighted slave." Can you 
be sincere friends to liberty and order, and tolerate 
this dreadful traffic. 

From repeated and accurate calculations, it has 
been found that slavery is unfavorable to the wealth 
of nations. 

Listen to the remarks of a writer of observation 
and eminence. "With what execration should the 
statesman be loaded, wlio, permitting one half of 
the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the other, 
transforms those inlo despots, and these into enemies 
— destroys the morals of the one part, and the amor 
patrice of the other ! With the morals of the people, 
their industry also is destroyed. Of the proprietors 
of slaves a small proportion h ever seen to labor. 
And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure, 
when we have removed their only firm basis, a con- 
viction in the minds of the public that their liberties 
are the gift of God '? that they are not to be violated 
but witli his wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my coun- 
try when I reflect tliat God is just— that his justice 
cannot slee]3 for ever— that an exchange of biturition 
is among possible events— iliat it may become pro- 
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bable by supernatural interference/'* You will find 
it true, that riahteoumess exalteth a nation, mid that 
sin is a re-proach to any peoj>le:\ 

In concluding tliis discourse, let me warn my liear- 
ers to consider the evil hand they may have in tlie 
system of slavery, and especially that they are by 
nature in the %vorst of slavery themselves. Come for 
deliverance from the bondage of sin untc the Son 
of God : for, whom the Son makes free^ shall he free 
indeed. Standing fast in this liberty, use it in the 
service of God and of man. j^ou are no more your 
own. / ye are bought with a jprice. Glorify God in 
your bodies and spirits which are Ms, Aum, 



* Jefferson's NotcH. 
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